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Abernathy Confers With Ray, 
Seeks New Trial in King Death 


PETROS. IWL (AP) - 
The Rev. Relpk David Abar- 
aalby, caaviaead a oontpiracy 
wai babiad tba lUyiac of Dr. 
Martia Lather King Jr., lays 
ha vUl work for a new trial 
for the oiaa aoevicted as the 
civil righta laadar^s ioiia 

Abernathy, who mat and 

3 ueitioiiad coBviciad aiaaiMln 
amca Earl Ray for five 
boun TVMaday. a^ be will 
form a aational committee of 
clerg y man and civil rights 
leaders to inveetigate King's 
death. 

•«1 am thoroQghly coovtnced 
that James Earl Ray did not 
do this alone, if be was in- 
volved with it at aU,** Aberna- 
thy said. *1 really do not feel, 
afur my discuasion today, 
that be knew be was cooper- 
ating in a conspiracy.** 

It was tba first meeting be- 
tween Abernathy, who suc- 
ceeded King as bead of the 
Southern Chrlstiaa Leadership 
Cooferenoe, and Ray. who 
pleaded guilty to King's 
shooting death in IMO but has 
sines said the pka was 
coerced by olfidalt, the PBl 
and bis former sttoniey. 

Abemsthy said be asked 
Ray some 200 quesUons dur- 
ing their meeting behind the 
walk of Brushy Mountain 
Penitentiary, where Ray is 
amviag a 00-year s en tence. 
But ths civil rights leader re- 
fused to specify bk questions 
or Ray's answers. 

Ahmatby said hs hopes to 
eat up the committee to 


Abwnathy (I) and Lm TaS to Nowsmon Aftor Visiting Ray 


Investigate King's lOM slay- 
iag within three weeks. 

But Abernathy said he k 
not dksaiiafied with the work 
of the House Amassinatioos 
Committee, which k investi- 
gating the slayings of both 
King and President Kennedy. 

Ray's current lawyer. Mark 
has accused the House 


ooounitiee staff of covering 
up evidence favorable to Ray 
and not pursuing leads that 
might eiooeraie his client 
Abernathy said Ray's an- 
swers to his questions "con- 
vince me more than ever that 
it was a conspiracy that took 
the life of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. and that James Earl 
Ray ihould get a new trial." 


After Ra^s marriage 
FViday to a KnoiviUe artist 
Lane said be had uncovered 
evidence linking King's slay- 
ing in Memphis to gn organ- 
ised group. 

Lane refused again Tues- 
day to name the members of 
the group, saying their identi- 
ties would be disclosed in an 
affidavit seeking a new trial 



